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Theresa -Harper Dub® named one of ñCanadaôs Outstanding Principalsò for 2010 

 

T he principal of Loyola, School of Continuing and Adult Education, with campuses in Kingston, Belleville, Trenton, 

Picton and administrative offices in Napanee, was nominated because she is a collaborative, visionary leader who is 

committed to her students, staff and professional colleagues. ñOne of the most compelling traits of Theresa as a leader is 

that she is compassionate and committed to students who struggle,ò wrote Lynn Wallace, Superintendent of School   

Effectiveness, who nominated Theresa. ñMany of her students have faced challenges in their personal lives and in their 

education. School has not always been a place where they feel successful. They come to Loyola with the hope of improv-

ing their lives and making better opportunities for their families. Theresa works tirelessly to ensure that her staff is sensi-

tive to the needs of Loyola students by providing a welcoming and respectful atmosphere.ò   

Theresaôs award was presented by The Learning Partnership, a national not-for-profit organization dedicated to champi-

oning a strong public education system in Canada through innovative programs, credible research, policy initiatives,  

executive leadership and public engagement. 

 

 

The Algonquin and Lakeshore Catholic District School Board has once again shattered the United Way targets for cam-

paigns in Kingston Frontenac Lennox & Addington and Quinte. With Director of Education Michael Schmitt, as Chair of 

the 2009 United Way Campaign Serving KFL&A, the Board worked hard at increasing donations and participation across 

our jurisdiction, with tremendous results: with a goal set at $46,000, we exceeded our target by raising $63,424.44, topping 

our 2008 totals by 32% and increasing participation by 3%. 
 

 

 

By Rachel Hughes 

Teacher 
 

The little school with the big heart has come through once again. After attending the Free the Children ñMe to Weò day in Toronto for the 

past two years, a group of students and staff at St. Paul Catholic Secondary School in Trenton wanted to make a mark on the world. Our stu-

dents were so inspired they decided to take part in Free the Childrenôs Brick by Brick 

Campaign and raise enough money to build a school in Kenya. To this end, students 

did a variety of fundraising activities to raise $8,500.00 which is the cost of building a 

school. In early November, students obtained sponsors and spent half a school day in 

complete silence. The campaign was called ñVow of Silenceò. The objective was to 

raise awareness of the fact that so many children in the world have no 

voice. The biggest undertaking to date was Pilgrimage for Africa. This relay-type 

event saw 22 teams walk the track for the day as a show of solidarity for children 

around the world.   
 

The best part of the story is the fact that at the end of the day we were able to surpass 

our goal and raise $10,000. To thank us and to acknowledge our efforts, Free 

the Children included St. Paul on their current tour and we were entertained and 

enlightened by Keith and Renee, Humanitarians/Singer/Songwriters, seen in photo 

with Rachel Hughes. They shared Craig Kielburgerôs story to illustrate to the students what a difference one person can make. Craig started 

Free the Children at the age of 12 and it has now become one of the largest organizations of kids helping kids. Not only through their Adopt a 

Village program but with water projects, micro-credit financing and most recently their work in Haiti. They showed a video from their    

summer in Kenya where they worked at Emori Joi which is the area where the St. Paul school will be built.   



 

 

Teams composed of an administrator, a 

teacher and a non-teaching staff member from 

each of our elementary and secondary schools 

joined together to participate in training on 

Safe and Inclusive Schools. The training 

combined regulatory changes under Bill 157, 

part of Safe Schools and the introduction to 

the Ministry of Educationôs Equity and Inclu-

sive Education implementation strategy. The 

facilitator was Chris Dôsouza, a teacher with 

the Dufferin-Peel Catholic District School 

Board now seconded to York University, seen 

here with Superintendent Joanne Fisher. Chris    

facilitated the understanding that equitable and 

inclusive schools involve and welcome all 

members on an equal footing so that no one is 

marginalized with a power imbalance.  
 
 

 

All teams recognized that awareness to this 

marginalization of many members of our 

school communities is the key to helping   

students and staffs make their schools        

welcome and safe.  

 

The Snoezelen Room at St. Thomas More 

Catholic School in Kingston was dedicated to 

the memory of Christian Lambert, who passed 

away on August 10, 2009 at the age of 14. 

Former Minister of Education Kathleen Wynn 

visited Christian when she toured the school in 

March 2009.                                                                                    
 

 

 

A Snoezelen Room provides a comfortable 

and stimulating environment for students with 

physical and mental health disorders.  
 

 

 

Leona Dombrowsky, MPP for Prince       

Edward-Hastings, was sworn in as Minister of 

Education on January 18, 

2010. First elected to the 

Ontario legislature in 

1999, she previously 

worked in the education 

sector, elected as a trus-

tee of the Hastings and 

Prince Edward Roman 

Catholic School Board in 

1985. She served as 

Board Chair from 1991-

1996 and became the first Chair of the newly 

amalgamated Algonquin and Lakeshore 

Catholic District School Board in 1998. As a 

trustee, she served as a director of the Ontario 

Catholic School Trusteesô Association. She 

was also a member of an advisory committee 

to the Education Quality and Accountability 

Office. Prior to her appointment as Education 

Minister, she served as Minister of Agricul-

ture, Food and Rural Affairs (2005-2010) and 

Minister of the Environment (2003-2005). 

  Directorõs Message 
   I am proud to provide you with the first 

edition of the Directorôs Update for 2010!  

Our Catholic School System continues to 

find its strength in the pillars of Disciple-

ship, Scholarship and Stewardship.   

   In this issue, we proudly salute Theresa 

Harper-Dube for being named one of ñCanadaôs Out-

standing Principalsò by The Learning Partnership. The 

Principal of Loyola, School of Continuing and Adult 

Education is being recognized for leading a creative and 

supportive team of educators who serve our adult com-

munity. We couldnôt be more proud of this national hon-

our of recognition. We also celebrate our 2009 United 

Way Campaign, which raised over $63,000 and         

exceeded our goal by 32%. Once again, our Catholic 

secondary schools continued their longstanding tradition 

of hosting and participating in annual basketball tourna-

ments which have raised hundreds of thousands of    

dollars for cancer. We welcomed the announcement of 

the new Early Learning Program sites in eight classes in 

five schools to begin in September 2010. A great begin-

ning for our early learners! Congratulations to Trustee 

Ray Doyle on his 50th anniversary of active leadership in 

Catholic Education. His influence in Catholic education 

continues to be felt in our Board and across the       

province. Congratulations Trustee Doyle!  

   Read about these and many more inspirational stories 

that illustrate how staff, students, parents, trustees and 

priests work together in community to support this truly 

transformational Catholic school system. 

 

God Bless, 

Michael Schmitt 

 

 

St. Paul Catholic Secondary School in 

Trenton has been successful in convinc-

ing the City of Quinte West to donate a 

parcel of land so the school could build 

its second home for Habitat for Human-

ity. Several dozen students attended 

council meetings to seek the land dona-

tion. At its most recent meeting, council 

made a motion to donate a parcel of land 

which will include the paying for sew-

age and water lines to be extended to the 

property. 

Student representative Amanda Julien, 

seen here being interviewed by the me-

dia at the meeting, said the school wants 

to become leaders in the community. 

ñWe want to make our city a city of 

hope,ò she told the city council. ñWe 

want to help a local family by giving 

them a hand, not a hand out.ò   

Trustee Ray Doyle is marking his 50th 

year of service to Catholic education. 

The trustee, who is in his 13th year serv-

ing the Board, has served as a Teacher, 

Principal, Supervising Principal, Super-

intendent of Separate Schools and    

Director of Education. He undertook a 

variety of leadership roles, including the 

presidency of the Ontario Catholic    

Supervisory Officersô Association, the 

Chair of the Board of Directors of the 

Ontario Council for Leadership in Edu-

cational Administration, the Chair of the 

Advisory Board to the Faculty of Educa-

tion at Queenôs University and perhaps 

most importantly, a two year second-

ment to the then Regional Office of the 

Ministry of Education as Regional    

Director of Education in Ottawa. As a 

trustee, Ray serves Kingston and Fronte-

nac Islands. 


